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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
January 10, 2017 

6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Fire Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, and members of the District.   

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Add:  New Business; Item C, Oath of Office 

Add:  Executive Report; Item D, 2016 Capital Projects 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To approve the 

Agenda as amended.  The Motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
A. CCC Interlocal Agreement Renewal: Chief Nielsen reported the CCC Policy Board met 

recently and revised the draft interlocal agreement that the commissioners reviewed during their 

December meeting.  In order to provide additional stability to agencies, the CCC Policy Board 

changed the one year draft agreement to a five year draft agreement.  In addition, the agreement now 

recognizes two groups: Members and Users.  Members will have a vote and representation on the 

CCC Policy Board; Users will pay a month-to-month rate and will have no seat or a vote on the CCC 

Policy Board.  There was also a change made in the fee schedule. District 8 would see a saving of 

$15,000 in 2017; 12% less than the 2016 rate; plus, an additional decrease each year for the 

subsequent four years.  Chief Nielsen said the CCC Policy Board is committed to continue its work in 

an effort to achieve more equitable rates with the City of Spokane.  Page 16 of the agreement states if 

a member agency terminates services, the CCC Board will re-evaluate the cost formula, but under no 

circumstances will the cost to each member agency be more than their 2106 amount. 

 

Commissioner Vyverberg passed out copies of a cost analysis he created which showed agency costs 

and expected call volume without Spokane Valley Fire Department’s participation.  He felt the 

numbers did not add up and said if Valley Fire pulls out of the agreement he didn’t see how the lower 

rates could be sustainable. Commissioner Vyverberg said he was not comfortable signing the CCC 

contract. 
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Commissioner Rorie expressed concern on how capital will be dealt with and said he was not ready to 

approve the contract. 

 

Commissioner Boling asked the Chair to table the item and schedule a workshop so they can study the 

contract further.  Commissioner Boling would like to do a side by side comparison of the contracts. 

 

Commissioner Vyverberg would like to tour the CCC and another communications facility such as the 

communications center in Vancouver. 

 

Commissioner Vyerberg tabled action on the CCC Interlocal Agreement Renewal.  He will facilitate a 

workshop for the Board of Fire Commissioners. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. IAFF Local 3711 Supervisors Unit Labor Agreement:  Chief Nielsen presented the Board 

with a draft agreement between District 8 and Local 3711 Division Chiefs Unit.  The Chief said 

negotiations began last July and he believes the contract before the Board is a solid agreement for both 

parties.  Chief Nielsen detailed all changes made to the contract and said the draft agreement was 

reviewed by legal. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To approve the 

agreement with L3711 Supervisors Unit.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

B. Strategic Plan RFP:  Chief Nielsen said he would like to move forward with development of 

the District’s new Strategic Plan and presented a draft Request for Proposals and draft Exhibit A for 

the Board to review.  His goal is to get many members of both the community and the District 

engaged in the process.   

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To authorize the Fire 

Chief to move forward with the Strategic Plan RFP.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. Oath of Office FF/EMT Searle & FF/PM Carrier:  Chief Nielsen introduced 

Firefighter/EMT Zach Searle and Firefighter/Paramedic Matt Carrier.  Searle and Carrier were hired 

as fulltime members in September and are recent graduates of the regional recruit school where FF 

Searle was chosen class Valedictorian.  

 

Chief Nielsen administered the Oath of Office to Searle and Carrier.  Both men were congratulated by 

the Board of Fire Commissioners and were welcomed by members of the District. 

 

FF Searle and PM Carrier presented Chief Nielsen and the District with a copper fire extinguisher 

from the old Fox Theatre that they had refurbished in appreciation for the support they received during 

the academy. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. SU80 Update:  Commissioner Rorie said modifications to SU80 are moving forward.  R&R 

RV is near completion of the bathroom installation, rearview camera, and cabinetry work.  The unit 

will next go to General Fire.  The committee is waiting for bids on the revolve air and the smart air 

system.  
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B. ESO Demonstration:  MSO Tom Chavez provided a demonstration of the District’s new ESO 

patient care reporting system.  The application has been in use District-wide since December 12th and 

Chavez said he has received positive feedback from the crews.  ESO gives EMS providers the ability 

to complete 90% of their reporting on scene and provides a secure patient data interface with hospital 

and healthcare providers. 

 

C. Medic 81 Display: The commissioner recessed the meeting briefly in order to inspect the 

District’s new Medic 81 unit. 

 

D. 2016 Capital Projects:  Chief Nielsen reported 23 capital projects were funded in 2016 at a 

total cost of $589,085.  Eighteen projects were completed; two of the projects, SU80 and drywall 

repair at 84 and 85, are still in progress; three projects were put on hold.  The total amount expended 

on capital projects in 2016 was $400,546; $143,524 was annexation monies; projects were completed 

$94,539 under budget; and, $23,061 under the amount budgeted from annexation funds. 

 

Chief Nielsen thanked staff for their work on the capital projects, and on their efforts to complete the 

projects under budget. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 Election of Board Chair and Vice-Chair 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Adam Villard thanked the Board for approving the Supervisors Unit contract.  He also recognized 

Jimmy Smock and Local 3711’s PR committee for the work they did on the Toys for Tots drive and 

the Santa float.  Villard acknowledged the teamwork put forth between the Local and the Firefighters 

Association on the Santa float, and between both groups, the Pipes and Drums, and other local 

departments on Doug Archer’s memorial service. FF Villard stated area agencies are trying to 

consolidate and provide services together and he urged the Board to accept the CCC contract. FF 

Villard said working together is very important to the District, the county, and the citizens. 

 

Commissioner Boling said he participated in the Santa float event and noted how important the event 

has become to the community.  He thanked everyone involved for doing a fantastic job. 

 

Tom Chavez thanked the Board for providing the resources he needs to do his job.  He also thanked 

Chief Godfrey for his support and guidance, and thanked Chief Nielsen for his support for the District.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
At 7:42 pm Commissioner Vyverberg adjourned the regular meeting and called for an Executive 

Session pursuant to RCW 42.30.1 10(1)(g), to evaluate the qualification of an applicant for public 

employment or to review the performance of a public employee.  Executive Session is expected to 

take 15 minutes. 

 

At 8:00 pm Commissioner Vyverberg called the regular meeting back in session.  No decisions were 

made. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Spokane County Fire Commissioners Annual Dinner meeting is Thursday, 01/12/17 at the 

Ramada Inn. 

 WFC/WFCA Legislative Day is 01/26/17 in Olympia. 

 SCFD8 Annual Awards Banquet is Friday, 02/03/17 at CenterPlace in Spokane Valley. 

 WFCA Saturday Seminar is Saturday, 02/11/17 at the Davenport Grand Hotel in Spokane. 

o Commissioner Boling and Commissioner Vyverberg will attend. 

o Commissioner Boling may also attend the seminar in Ocean Shores on 03/25/17. 

 Snure Seminar is Saturday, 02/25/17 at Enduris Training Center in Airway Heights. 

o Chief Godfrey will attend. 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

 

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


